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Technologies of Whiteness



2005: Buprenorphine patients 91% White, 56% College 
2019: Whites get buprenorphine 3-4x as often as Blacks











Technologies of Whiteness
Addiction Neuroscience

New Biotechnologies

Regulatory Structures

Marketing



Decade of the Brain 1990-1999
By the President of the United States of America 

A PROCLAMATION 
The human brain, a 3-pound mass of interwoven nerve cells that controls our 
activity. is one of the most magnificent-and mysterious-wonders of creation. 
The seat of human intelligence. interpreter of senses. and controller of 

          









Beyond Magic Bullets

• Racial Capital Drives Biotech and Pharma

• Magic Bullet Ideology can reinforce Structural 
Racism

• Invest in Innovative Structural, BioSocial 
Community-Based Approaches



EXAMPLE 1 – HOUSING STRUCTURE:
City and state zoning laws and development plans, predatory loans 
(displace low income residents, create shortages of affordable housing)
SOCIAL DETERMINANT:
Insecure housing and homelessness
HEALTH OUTCOME:
Insecure housing -> chronic disorders, rehospitalizations, comorbidities, arrests

EXAMPLE 2 - LEGAL STRUCTURE:
Law enforcement and sentencing (varies by race, SES neighborhood)
SOCIAL DETERMINANT:
Residence in targeted neighborhoods, legal involvement
HEALTH OUTCOME:
Incarceration by race, SES -> poor psychiatric, infectious & chronic disease outcomes 

Structural drivers of social determinants of health



• Recognizing the structures that shape clinical interactions

• Rearticulating “cultural” presentations in structural terms

• Observing and practicing structural intervention 

• Developing Structural Humility (e.g. through collaborations)

Structural Competencies



• Electronic Medical Records
• Medical-Legal Partnerships
• Social Prescribing
• Peer/Community Health Workers

In-clinic structural intervention

Non Health Sector Collaborations
Housing, Legal Aid, Schools, Cultural Arts, Urban Planning 



Community Partnerships



Policy Advocacy



structuralcompetency.org
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