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• SAM takes an evidence-based, scientific approach 
to marijuana policy that rejects the false dichotomy 
that we must either lock up marijuana users OR 
legalize pot

• We are non-partisan, and work with Democrats, 
Republicans, and independents

• Groups we have collaborated with include:
 American Society of Addiction Medicine
 American Academy of Pediatrics
 American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
 Over 30 state affiliates



• SAM Action is dedicated to 
promoting healthy marijuana 
policies that do not legalize 
drugs.

• Active at all levels of national, 
state, and local policy-making

• Invests in and starts 
organizations to promote 
smart marijuana policies

• SAM’s mission is to educate 
citizens on the science of 
marijuana and to promote 
health-first, smart policies and 
attitudes that decrease 
marijuana use and its 
consequences.

• Brings light to and conducts 
research into marijuana’s 
negative effects



SAM Summit at NCAD Aug 19-22
Anaheim, CA



• SAM partnered with Communities for Alcohol- and 
Drug-free Youth (CADY) to create a comprehensive 
resource for marijuana-targeted media campaigns. 
Copies available for purchase by contacting SAM.

• SAM Website www.learnaboutsam.org
also provides many 
resources for 
marijuana prevention 
and education. 

http://www.learnaboutsam.org/


• High Means DUI seeks to bring light to 
the victims of marijuana-related traffic 
fatalities

• The effort also educates the public on 
the effects of marijuana impairment 
while driving
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• Working strategically to block bills and amendments
• Rohrabacher/Leahy amendment (medical marijuana)
• McClintock/Polis amendment (recreational marijuana)
• Gaetz amendment (banking)

• Educating Congress about the Cole Memo
• 3 briefings this year already, more to come
• New national poll shows support for DOJ action

• Advancing proactive legislation
• High Means DUI
• Responsible research instead of legalization



• Deschedule/Reschedule Bills (H.R.1227)
• Exempt states from CSA (H.R. 975)
• Tax and regulate (H.R. 1841)
• Banking and tax breaks (H.R. 2215, H.R.1810/S.777)

• These bills will not advance through the House Judiciary 
Committee, but have been gaining cosponsors following 
the new DOJ guidance

• Most Action will occur as amendments to unrelated bills 
(ex: attempted Gardner Amendment to Tax Reform)





• Most polls pose a binary question: 
legalization or criminalization

• The public equates decrim and 
legalization

• But there is a difference

• When you introduce additional options, 
the polling changes significantly



Option Percentage

Keep the current policy: 16%

Keep the current policy, but legalize the use of marijuana for 
physician supervised medical use: 

29%

Decriminalize marijuana use by removing the possibility of jail time for 
possession and also allowing for medical marijuana, but keep the sale 
of marijuana illegal:

5%

Legalize the commercial production, use and sale of marijuana for 
recreational use, as they have done recently in several states:

49%

National Poll, 1000 Registered Voters, Mason Dixon, Jan 10-13, 2018

Question: Currently, possessing and using marijuana is against federal law. 
Which one of the following best describes your preference on national 
marijuana policy?

For full legalization: 49%
Prefer some other option: 50%



Question: Would you support or oppose enforcement of federal 
marijuana laws if it did not involve penalties for possession and use of 
small amounts of marijuana?

Support: 50% Oppose: 42% Undecided: 8%

National Poll, 1000 Registered Voters, Mason Dixon, Jan 10-13, 2018



NY state poll, 600 voted in 2016 election, Emerson College (Nov 30-Dec 2, 2017)

Question: Do you think the use of marijuana should be made legal for adults 
aged 21 and older?

Yes: 60% No: 29% Unsure: 11%

Question: Knowing that personal marijuana possession is already 
decriminalized and medicalized in New York, which one of the following 
marijuana policies do you prefer?

Keep current policy: 26%
Keep medical, repeal decriminalization: 22%
Legalize marijuana: 40%
Repeal both, make marijuana completely illegal: 11%



• Recent polls in Michigan, New Jersey and 
Illinois have similar results

• Polls are critical for rebutting the industry’s 
media narrative about inevitability

• Also critical for politicians to let them 
know there is support





Why talk
POT

During an 
opiate 

epidemic
? 



https://media.jamanetwork.com/news-item/lower-opioid-overdose-death-rates-associated-with-state-medical-marijuana-laws/

https://media.jamanetwork.com/news-item/lower-opioid-overdose-death-rates-associated-with-state-medical-marijuana-laws/


In the 2014 JAMA Study:
• The raw data showed that medical marijuana states had higher

rates of opioid deaths until the authors introduced four possible 
reasons.

• The study lumped together highly restricted states with highly 
permissive states.

• The study left out critical alternative explanations, like expanded 
Medication Assisted Treatment programs or expanded 
Naltrexone use.



 Source:  Olfson M., et al. Cannabis Use and Risk of Prescription Opioid Use Disorder in the United States. Am J Psychiatry 2017. 
https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.ajp.2017.17040413.
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Top-Line Understanding:

• A recent study found that before 2009, the existence of legally protected pot dispensaries in a state 
correlates with a lower number of opiate deaths in that state.

• This correlation disappears after 2009. Authors interpret this as the “post-Ogden memo era” and surmise 
that pot dispensaries were more strictly controlled after 2009.

• The study does not control for naloxone distribution as a reason for a reduction in opiate mortality, and it 
is highly dubious to assume pot shops became less widespread and more controlled after 2009. Indeed, 
after 2009, pot shop regulations remained extremely lax, and the number of pot shops exploded in 
response to the industry protections in the Ogden memo.

• Multiple studies have shown no substitution between opiates and marijuana and no reduction in opiate use 
by those who also use marijuana. Studies also show a higher dosing of opiates/greater likelihood of opiate 
abuse in patients who also use cannabis. 



Waved at institutional investor conferences to raise capital







"We have never historically seen the federal 
government prosecute people for small 

possession of marijuana. I think it's highly 
unlikely the federal government will be using 
their scarce federal resources to hone in on 

marijuana users."

Brian Vicente
One of the primary authors of Colorado Amendment 64, legalizing pot, and 
co-director of the successful ‘Yes on 64’ campaign





Institutional
Investment



 Source:  Marijuana Business Journal; other media.  



 Source:  Marijuana Business Journal; other media.  Icons: 
Marianna Nardella; Anton Gajosik; Petra Prgomet; Joey 

         



 Source:  AAA (2016)
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 Source:  Rocky Mountain HIDTA (Sep. 2015)
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 Sources:  National Academy of Sciences (2016); Meier et al (2012)

• Respiratory problems, including chronic bronchitis

• Injuries & deaths from car accidents

• Overdose injuries in children

• Low birth weight (where pregnant mother uses)

• Impaired learning, memory, and attention (including permanent loss 
of IQ in younger heavy users)

• Suicide



 Source: 

“Repeated marijuana use during adolescence may result in 
long-lasting changes in brain function that can jeopardize 
educational, professional, and social achievements. 

“However, the effects of a drug (legal or illegal) on individual 
health are determined not only by its pharmacologic properties 
but also by its availability and social acceptability.

“In this respect, legal drugs (alcohol and tobacco) offer a 
sobering perspective, accounting for the greatest burden of 
disease associated with drugs not because they are more 
dangerous than illegal drugs but because their legal status 
allows for more widespread exposure.”



“We were gaining momentum. But now that's flipped and we're more on the 
defensive.” – Rep. Dina Titus (D-NV), one of the biggest marijuana supporters 
in Congress.

Sign up for alerts and 
news, also donate to 

the cause at 
learnaboutsam.org

Grassroots organizing 
through SAM Action 

App 
(text SAM to 797-979 
or find in App Store)

Connect with us via email at 
info@learnaboutsam.org

&
Follow us: 

@learnaboutsam
Facebook.com/learnaboutsam



• Available free in 
the Apple App 
Store and Google 
Play Store

• Or text SAM to
797-979 right now 
to get a link to 
download



• A Powerful Tool for 
Organizing

• Involve Friends and 
Family

• Remind them to Call 
their Legislators within 
the App



• Keep up on the 
latest news

• Learn field-tested 
messages

• Coordinate with 
friends to attend a 
town hall or council 
meeting



• Earn points for 
phone calls or 
adding friends in 
the app

• Unlock 
achievements

• Compete with 
friends on a 
leaderboard
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